General Pony Club Issues

Dress Code – There is a pony club dress code that all our members will have to stick to. You will find the current edition of the Irish Pony Club dress code on the Irish Pony Club website at www.irishponyclub.ie
Shop – please order new West Waterford Hunt Branch jumpers early since it can take quite a long time to get them from headquarters. Our shopkeeper is Ciara 087 4166811 She can tell you what you must have for pony club activities. Generally everyone must have our pony club jumper, an IPC tie, and an IPC badge. The manual of horsemanship is essential for your tests. If you go to our website www.westwaterfordponyclub.org you can also find out about compulsory and essential items for the various disciplines.

Tack – Please note that there will be a tack inspection at the beginning of every pony club rally and that your tack needs to be clean (yes, even if you are hunting!) and in good condition. We cannot allow tack that is filthy, cracking or has stitches coming out because it is too dangerous to ride with. We don’t want any accidents! Please note that if your tack is dirty or in any other way unsuitable and you are told so we expect you to do something about it until the next rally, and you will not be allowed to ride with that tack again. Tack that is unsafe must be exchanged before any rally.

Booking – you should book your rallies by texting to our club phone 087-9673399 but keep in mind that if you cannot make the rally and you don’t cancel by the closing date (i.e. 3 days before the rally) you must still pay. Also if you miss one rally out of a block-booked one, we cannot refund you because we must pay the instructors. 

Summer Camp Qualification– Please keep in mind that you must have done three paid rallies in order to qualify for summer camp. For new members  a (free) tack-cleaning rally is also required , also all members must have two tack rallies up to C test level.. We will be offering a couple of those soon. Existing members who have done tack-cleaning rallies twice before don’t need to do one again but must still have their four paid rallies done.

Venues – If you have a venue suitable for rallies and would like to volunteer it please let us know. We are always looking for venues for rallies.

Contact – If you have any questions concerning pony club, or any other issues you can talk to any of the committee members:

DC – Tom Gillespie




Treasurer – Fergal O Mahoney

Secretary – Bernie Hennessy



Web Site – Sally Fawkes

Entries Secretary – Claire Creagh


Membership Officer – Catherine O’Brien

WWPC Shop – Ciara Mulcahy        


Children’s Officer – Deirdre Mc Grath

Games Coordinator – Bernie Hennessy


Assistant Games Coordinator –TBA

Advanced C+ up Contact – Petra R-Perks


Under10 Liaison Officer – Deirdre Mc Grath

Safety Officer – Chris Coady



Safety Officer – Maurice Magner/Seamus Fives

PRO + Photos – Mary Barry Murphy


Webtexts – Claire Creagh



Advisory Committee Members: 

Sharon Flavin, Bernie Brown , 

You will find our phone numbers on our monthly newsletters and also in the ‘Contacts’ section of our website www.westwaterfordponyclub.org . On the website you will also find email addresses.

Pony Club Activities

These are just short summaries of some of the activities you can do in pony club. If you have questions about any of these you can contact our committee or talk to other members who participate in the respective activities. They will be able to answer all your questions which will give you a better idea of whether an activity suits you or not. 

IPC Website 

The new IPC website that has been online since the end of December 2008 is very comprehensive and explains many of these activities and any other issues in relation to pony club very well. The web address is: www.irishponyclub.ie . This website also contains the rule books and dress codes for the various activities, which you should familiarise yourself with before participating in competitions. 

Mounted Games

Team competition for any age. Various fun games. Special Games qualifier in each area. The best teams go on to the Irish Pony Club Games finals at the IPC Championships in July. There are special qualifiers for the RDS in Dublin in August. 

Minimus and Tetrathlon

These are team (3 or 4) competitions. Minimus is only for members aged under 12 on first of January 2011 and who do not have their C test done. It is a triathlon consisting of 2 minutes swimming, 1000m running, and jumping a 75cm cross-country course. Tetrathlon is the version for over 12s. It consists of 3 minutes swimming, 1500m running (over 15 boys run 3000m), jumping a 90cm cross-country course, and air gun shooting (over 15s shoot air pistols). You must have your C test for this competition. You don’t have to qualify to go to the finals, which will be held in  (Minimus 23 -24th June tbc
) and at Tattersall’s, Co. Meath (Tetrathlon 13th and 14th August tbc
) this year.

Hunter Trial Championships

C test required. No qualification necessary but you need to be an experienced Hunter Trial (cross-country course) rider since the courses are always quite technical and you also need to practice riding as a team since there are only team competitions, i.e. Teams of 3 and consolation pairs. Junior is U15 on 1st of January of current year, Senior U23.

Eventing – Horse Trials

Individual competition. In Horse Trials or One Day Events you must ride a dressage test, jump a round of show jumping and ride a cross-country course. There are under 12 Events (D+ test recommended) and Junior and more advanced ones (C test compulsory). There is no U12 or Novice final but Juniors and above can qualify for the Irish Pony Club Eventing finals that are held in a different location every year. 

Combined Training

Individual competition. You must ride a dressage test and a round of show jumping. If you qualify at the area qualifier you go on to the Irish Pony Club Championships. This year our club will be hosting the area qualifier, probably in the Tallow area. The area qualifier will have to be held between our camp and the last week in July since the IPC Festival (finals) are planned for the 27th + 28th July (tbc
).

Robbie Bailey and John Ledingham

These are show jumping team (3 or 4) competitions. Robbie Bailey is for riders under 14 on 1st January. You must have your C test but must not have your C+ test. John Ledingham is for under 21 on 1st January and you also need your C test. There is an area qualifier and the best team from the area goes to the IPC Festival (s.a. under Combined Training).

For the exact qualifying criteria, jumping heights, age groups, requirements for ponies, etc. please consult the Irish Pony Club Guide to Competitions that is available from their website at www.irishponyclub.ie or simply ask our committee members.

�Insert this year’s Minimus dates.


�Insert this year’s Tetrathlon dates.


�This information needs to be updated.





